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For the most up-to-date louisville City schools information, 
visit our website at www.leopard.sparcc.org

Time for 
Kindergarten 
Registration!

Louisville City Schools is looking for the Class of 2027! Registration for next year’s 
kindergarten students is coming soon.  In order to plan appropriately for the coming school year, 
it is important that the district has an idea of how many kindergarten students will be coming to 
our schools in August. This early registration process gives the schools an approximate number 
of children to expect for the coming school year and ensures parents will receive important 
beginning-of-the-year kindergarten information.

To be eligible for next year’s kindergarten classes at Louisville City Schools, a child must be 5 
years of age on or before August 1, 2014.  Registration for kindergarten will be held as follows:

louisville elementary school
Wednesday, March 5th -- 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Tuesday, March 11th -- 5:00 to 7:00 PM

North Nimishillen elementary school
Thursday, March 6th – 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Wednesday, March 12th – 5:00 to 7:00 PM

In order to register a student, 
parents will need to provide copies 

of the child’s birth certificate, immunization record, social security 
card, and legal custody documentation, if applicable. Parents will also 
need to provide proof that they live in the Louisville School District.  
Acceptable documents for proof of residency include a driver’s 
license; utility bills; lease, mortgage, or rental agreement; change of 
address confirmation from the post office; and voter registration card.

If you are unable to attend the scheduled kindergarten registrations, 
please stop by your elementary school to pick up the enrollment forms 
and materials, or call the curriculum office at 330-875-9591.

Louisville City Schools is in the process of redesigning our 
website.  Our goal is to make this site as user friendly as 
possible for our students, staff, parents and community.  Please 
take a moment to let us know how you use the LCS website. 
Provide suggestions for areas that need improvement, and 
let us know your preferred method for receiving information 
from the schools.  The Communications Survey link (www.
leopard.sparcc.org) will be available on the district website 
until March 15th.

We 
Want  
Your 
Feedback!

Due to calamity days,  
the ohio Achievement  
Assessments (OAAs)  

have been delayed one week  
and will begin may 1st for  
students in Grades 3 - 8.
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The Louisville City School District offers Open Enrollment 
to students residing within our school district, as well as 
students from other school districts.  There are two types of 
Open Enrollment: 

1) INTRADISTRICT Open Enrollment - allows parents 
of children who reside within the attendance area of 
one elementary building to request transfer to the other 
elementary building.  For example, a student living near 
Louisville Elementary could request to attend classes at 
North Nimishillen.  

2) INTERDISTRICT Open Enrollment - allows parents of 
children who reside outside the Louisville City School 
District to request attendance at one of our schools.  

Each year, the Louisville Board of Education carefully 
reviews and examines the Open Enrollment of students 
within our schools and from other districts.  The Board sets 
limits on Open Enrollment to ensure the district does not 
exceed acceptable classroom ratios for students and teachers.  
In some cases, grade levels and buildings may be closed to 
new Open Enrollment students due to class size limits.

Intradistrict Open Enrollment Applications are available at 
both elementary schools.  Applications must be completed and 
returned to the elementary building of choice for intradistrict 
placement by Friday, March 14th.  Applications from 
students currently approved for Intradistrict Open Enrollment 
will have priority for available slots.  Additional placements 
will be granted based on space availability, using the date and 
time of the application submission.  Bus transportation is not 
guaranteed for Intradistrict Open Enrollment, and parents 
must be able to provide daily transportation as needed. Parents 
who apply for Intradistrict Open Enrollment by March 14th 
will receive notice of their child’s building assignment by 
Monday, April 14th.

Interdistrict Open Enrollment Applications will be available 
at the Louisville Board Offices located at 407 E. Main Street 
beginning Friday, April 4th through Monday, June 30th.  
New applications are processed on a “first come, first served” 
basis, with returning Open Enrollment students and their 
siblings having priority over new applicants.  At the time of 
application, only parents or guardians with legal custody may 
apply, and all registration documents as outlined in the Open 
Enrollment Guidelines must be provided.  The Guidelines for 
new applicants are available on the district website at www.
leopard.sparcc.org, or from Mrs. Carol Popa at the Board 
Office.  Mrs. Popa is the contact person for all Interdistrict 
Open Enrollments and can be reached by phone at 330-875-
7677, or by email at popa@louisville.sparcc.org.

In accordance to law, transportation for Interdistrict Open 
Enrollment students is not provided from their District 
of Residence.  Please review the Guidelines for additional 
information regarding transportation.  The Guidelines also 
provide information on registration and athletic participation.  
There are specific directives for students who are interested in 
attending kindergarten, and kindergarten enrollment may not 
be determined until August of 2014.

Open Enrollment

louisville school District Adopts  
Blizzard Bags Program

While facing the onslaught of hazardous winter weather this year, the Louisville School District has 
already used eight calamity days, which is three more than the five days currently allowed by the state.  
Legislators are continuing to debate the question of how school districts are to deal with the excessive 
calamity days this winter.

For this reason, the district decided to take advantage of the Blizzard Bags Program offered by the 
Ohio Department of Education (ODE). This program offers three additional calamity days through the 
use of online learning assignments.  One of Louisville’s eight calamity days is currently being made up 
with the use of the Blizzard Bags.

To use the program, teachers post an online assignment during a calamity day and students are given 
two weeks to turn in the assignment.  Once the assignment is completed, the students receive credit for 
that missed day of class. Students receive work from every class, and those students without internet 
access receive the assignments when they return to school. The assignments are located on each 
individual teacher’s web page, or the “Blizzard Bags” tab.

This program offers the district a positive and proactive way to deal with the uncertainty surrounding 
winter weather. Through the Blizzard Bags program, we can keep students learning even while they’re 
at home.  If you have any questions, please contact central office at 330-875-1666 for more information.

DistrictNews

save the Dates for the 
District ART show
The District Art Show will take place Friday, April 11th from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m., and Saturday, April 12th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at 
Louisville High School. Artwork from our youngest elementary students 
to the oldest high school students will fill the gymnasium.   

As part of the Art Show, visitors will view student work associated with 
an ArtsinStark Project Grant that the district art department received for 
grades 3, 6, and the high school Art II classes.   The project is titled 
“Louisville: Past, Present, & Future” and is geared toward what makes 
Louisville a great community.   Students will be learning about the history of the community through 
the people, architecture and landmarks.   Artwork highlighting what the students explored in relation to 
the different time periods will be on display.  

The elementary students are focusing on the future by creating 3D models of what they believe the 
city blocks will look like some day.  Attend the art show to walk through the streets of this futuristic 
city.  Admission is free and open to the public.  The annual Art Show is always a wonderful exhibit that 
showcases the skill and creativity our students possess!

Sara Severns (Self Portrait) 
8th Grade - Art I

2014 Louisville Band Festival
Please join our Louisville Instrumental Music Department as they present their annual Band 
Festival on Saturday, April 5, 2014.  The jazz bands begin playing in the High School 
Auditeria at 4:30 p.m. and feature the 7th grade, 8th grade, and High School Jazz Ensembles.  
The Louisville Band Boosters will be providing concessions for your enjoyment as you listen 
to the jazz ensembles and wait for the concert segment to begin.  The concert music begins at 
7:00 p.m. in the High School Gymnasium and features the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade bands, along 
with the High School Concert and Symphonic Bands. 

As always, the Louisville Band Boosters will hold their Festival Raffle at the end of the evening.  
Please see any band member in grades 6-12 to purchase raffle tickets for your chance to win 
some AMAZING prizes.  Raffle tickets are also available by calling the Louisville High School 
Band Office at 330-875-7493, or they can be purchased at the festival prior to the drawing.   The 
bands all look forward to performing for you and hope to see you there.  Admission is free and 
all are welcome.

E
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Community Donations  
to louisville schools

Each year, the Louisville City School District receives donations from local residents, alumni, 
businesses and other entities to help support our schools. In 2013, the district received $23,000, and 
$30,000 has already been received in 2014!  

The majority of the money is earmarked for specific programs such as student organizations or the 
purchasing of technology. The district also accepts equipment donations, such as computers, as long 
as they are in good condition. All donations are tax deductible.

Treasurer James Carman said he appreciates the support of the community and alumni. “We are 
thankful for the many people willing to give back to our school district as they help the next 
generation of students receive the same quality education they or their friends and relatives had,” 
Carman said.  

Anyone interested in donating is encouraged to contact the student organization they would like to 
donate to directly, or donations may be made to Treasurer James Carman. Mr. Carman’s email is 
jcarman@louisville.sparcc.org, or he may be contacted by phone at 330.875.9687.

Financial News

Announcing the louisville 
energy savers Pilot Program!
Louisville and AEP Ohio are partnering on Energy Savers, a new pilot program that runs from 
January to June, 2014. The goal of Energy Savers is simple: help residents and businesses of 
the Louisville community to reduce energy use and costs by participating in AEP Ohio’s energy 
efficiency programs. Louisville has a goal of 300 participants – reach this goal by June 30 and 
Louisville will be eligible for community awards funded by AEP Ohio!

Through the Energy Savers program, Louisville residents and businesses will not only have the 
opportunity to save energy and money, but they will also be able to help Louisville receive significant 
awards. Every time you and your fellow community members participate in an AEP Ohio program, 
your action will count towards Louisville’s goal.

The Louisville School District is helping out by spreading the word about Energy Savers to students 
and parents. Louisville residents, who are customers of AEP Ohio, can also participate in Energy 
Savers in a variety of ways. For instance, customers can recycle their old, inefficient refrigerators 
through the Appliance Recycling program and receive a $50 incentive check plus free pickup. 
Customers also can schedule an assessment with the In-home Energy program to identify and correct 
areas in their homes where they may be wasting energy. Technical support and financial incentives 
are also available for business customers that install energy efficient equipment and technologies. 

To learn more about how to participate and help your community, visit EnergySavers2014.com. 

E

excellent value for 
Your Tax Dollars
When academic achievement results from the Ohio 
Department of Education are released each year, Louisville 
normally performs as well North Canton, Lake and Jackson 
at a fraction of the cost to the community. The Stark County 
Auditor recently released the effective millage rates for 
the area school districts, and even with the passage of the 
Emergency Levy last May, Louisville remains in the bottom 
half of the Stark County school districts.   The assessed 
millage can fluctuate from year to year based on the appraised 
value of all the property in the school district.  The HB 920 
reduction factor, mandated by Ohio law, protects taxpayers 
from large fluctuations in their taxes rates and maintains the 
revenue to schools, cities, libraries, etc. at nearly the same 
level as originally approved by the voters.  For example, the 
Louisville City School District’s 1976 22.4 mill operating 
levy is now collecting at 6.630892 mills, and the district 
levy that was passed in 1987 for 6.9 mills currently has an 
effective millage rate of 3.723861.  

Below is a comparison of current effective millage rates for 
area school districts.
Canton CSD ...........................................................53.059301
Massillon CSD .......................................................51.899710
N. Canton CSD ......................................................43.643194
Lake LSD ...............................................................41.233790
Jackson LSD ..........................................................39.515384
Canton LSD ...........................................................38.049324
Brown LSD ............................................................38.039499
Perry LSD ..............................................................37.520534
Alliance CSD .........................................................37.363714
Plain LSD ...............................................................36.126719
Fairless LSC ...........................................................35.872649
Louisville CSD ......................................................35.655770
Osnaburg LSD .......................................................34.357443
Minerva LSD .........................................................34.275805
Tuslaw LSD ...........................................................33.744540
Sandy Valley LSD ..................................................33.733746
Marlington LSD .....................................................29.208191

** Source:  2012-13 Tax Rate Comparison Tables – 
Residential/Agricultural Property at www.starkcountyohio.

gov/auditor/resources/tax-rate-tables.

VALUE
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Register now through April 12th for 
Softball and Baseball Leagues at the 
Louisville Area YMCA! Other great 
summer activities include swimming and 
gymnastics classes and much more! For 
more information on programs to keep 
your kids and teens active this summer, 
visit our website at www.ymcastark.org, 
or give us a call at 330-875-1611. At the 
Y we’re for youth development, healthy 
living and social responsibility. 

summer  
at the  
Louisville 
Area YmCA!

supportStudent
Planning for spring Testing 

Spring is a time of growth in Ohio, and your child will be asked to show how they have grown 
academically through their performance on the upcoming standardized tests. Sophomores will be 
taking the Ohio Graduation Test during the week of March 10th.  Students in grades 3 through 8 will 
be taking the Ohio Achievement Assessments from May 1st through May 16th. To wrap up the school 
year, Advanced Placement exams at the high school will occur from May 5th through May 14th.  All 
test results will be available in the summer after the school year has finished.  

Tips to help your child perform successfully on the standardized tests:
• Make sure your child gets plenty of rest the night before the test.
• Make sure your child is in school during the testing sessions. Do not plan any doctor or dental 

appointments on test dates. 
• Provide a good breakfast. Please remember that a balanced breakfast is offered at school, if needed.
• Have your child wear comfortable clothing and ensure they will not be too hot or too cold.
• If your child wears glasses, please make sure they have them on testing days.
• If your child is feeling anxious about the test, advise them to take some deep breaths and to picture 

themselves taking the test successfully.
• Always encourage your child to do his/her best.  Success depends on effort, not luck!

During the test, your child can improve their performance by:
• Reading and following all directions carefully.
• Bringing the necessary materials.
• Skipping difficult questions, then going back and rereading them. The question may be easier to 

understand when returning to it.
• Never leaving a question blank.
• Checking over the test carefully.  Make sure the questions in the booklet match the numbers on the 

answer document.  
• Remembering to use the process of elimination on multiple-choice questions by disregarding the 

choices that are obviously wrong.

Drama Daze
Now Taking Registrations for 
summer Program 
The Louisville Community Theater invites all students 
ages 8-16 to take part in Drama Daze, a five-week 
summer camp for kids who like to have fun and are 
looking to use or develop their musical and/or acting 
skills.   Through games, skits, and a lot of hard work, the 
children will work together to prepare and then perform 
a full-length musical.  This summer’s production will be 
“We the People,” by Pioneer Drama, Inc.   The residents 
of Louisville, Constitution Town, will appreciate this 
exceptional show that highlights the Preamble to the 
Constitution.   Through favorite and original songs and a 
series of skits that show just what makes our great country 
unique, the students and audience will be educated and 
touched.  

Drama Daze will be held in the gymnasium of North 
Nimishillen Elementary School from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m., 
Monday through Thursday, June 9 through July 10.  
There will be three performances held on July 11-13.  The 
cost of the program is $65 for the first child and $45 for 
each additional child from the same family.  Registration 
forms can be picked up at the library or the post office, or 
the forms may be downloaded at LCTstark.org.   Payment 
needs to be submitted with the registration form and must 
be received by June 1.  Please call Kim Potts, Director, at 
330-875-5527 with any questions.
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louisville Public 
library Programs 

and upcoming 
Events

The Louisville Public Library is adding programs, books 
and excitement this spring and summer! The Children’s 
Summer Reading Program, Fizz Pop Boom, starts in June, 
but weekly story times and reading programs for every age 
will be ongoing. The weekly Teen Tuesdays will begin in the 
spring, and the summer reading theme is Spark a Reaction. 
The Adult Summer Reading Program is Literary Elements. 

The library is also very excited to be hosting this summer the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History 
and Culture and the National Museum of American History 
traveling exhibit, Changing America: The Emancipation 
Proclamation, 1863 and the March on Washington, 1963. 
It’s a mouthful, but as one of only 50 sites chosen to host 
the exhibit nationwide, it is bound to be a memorable and 
insightful opportunity for the Louisville and Nimishillen 
Township community!  The library is honored to have been 
chosen. 

For a full calendar of events and to check out the card catalog, 
please visit www.louisvillelibrary.org. The library is also 
active on Facebook and would love some more ‘likes’, so 
head over to www.facebook.com/lplibrary to engage with 
them there.

supportStudent

    summer sports Camps
Here’s a sneak peek at some of the sports camps that will be taking place this summer.  
Further information on the following camps, as well as additional opportunities, 
will be sent home with your children.  

VoLLEybALL (Coach Jodie Cress) - will have camp the week of July 7th for 
students in grades 3 through 12. 

boyS bASkETbALL (Coach Tom Siegfried) camp is June 2nd - 5th at LHS.  
There will be 3 sessions: (K-2) Session 1, (3-5) Session 2, and (6-9) Session 3.      

WHAT: Louisville High School Cheerleaders’ Annual Cheer Clinic 
WHEN: August 11, 12, & 13, 2014 (Monday - Wednesday) from 6:00 - 8:30 PM 
WHERE: Louisville High School Gymnasium 
WHo: Children entering grades kindergarten through grade 8 
CoST: $35 (includes t-shirt, special gift, snack and drink)

In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame, Louisville City Schools is pleased to offer the nationally-acclaimed Camp Invention program for the seventh 
year to children entering grades one through six. It’s an exciting, weeklong summer adventure in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) that’s all about 
big ideas. Children will work together to seek innovative solutions to real-world problems and sharpen critical 21st century learning skills as they rotate through four 
modules that reinvent summer fun.

This unforgettable week begins on June 23, 2014, when Monica Shadle will direct the Camp Invention MoRPHED!™ program at Louisville Elementary School from 
9:00AM – 3:30PM.  

The MORPHED! Program consists of four modules the campers will participate in each day.  In the Super Go™ module, students will design a small, motor-powered 
vehicle that zooms! Girls and boys will collect energy coins along the way for building ramps, bridges and tunnels for the Super Go Road Rally. Participants will receive 
personalized challenges from National Inventors Hall of Fame Inductees that will ignite a spirit of creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship during the Design Studio: 
Morphed™ module.  Throughout the Amplified™ module, children will invent bionic gadgets while journeying to acquire superhuman senses. Time will be spent 
encountering illusions and discovering if they are a supertaster.  Finally, Camp Invention’s flagship module, I Can Invent: Pinbug™, will allow participants to use tools 
to upcycle electronics and build an epic, insect-themed pinball machine! 

Local educators will facilitate program modules, and enthusiastic high school and college students will serve as Leadership Interns – ensuring that one staff member 
is in place for every eight children.

Register on or before March 28, 2014 to receive $25 oFF. Every registration includes a complimentary Camp Invention t-shirt. Availability is limited, so visit www.
campinvention.org, or call 800.968.4332 to reserve your child’s spot today! Contact Monica Shadle, Camp Director, at 330.875.7685, or email to mshadle@louisville.
sparcc.org with any questions.

CAmP iNveNTioN moRPheD! Program

E

Goodyear welcomes any young men and women enrolled in grades 6 through 12 to participate in this 
event.   Registration for this FREE event will close when capacity of 2,000 students is reached, or on 
March 15, 2014.   To register, or to learn more about this event, visit www.goodyear.com/careerday.
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When Andrew Bixler first started plunking out melodies on his toy piano at age five, his parents 
took notice. What they couldn’t have anticipated at the time was that his stage would eventually 
move from the family room to a public space, or that his audience would shift from a few proud 
family members to a whole community giving him a standing ovation. 

His parents remember introducing him to music in his earliest days, playing it for him in his isolette 
at Akron Children’s Hospital. Born blind, his piano skill is purely auditory. He does not ‘read’ 
music in the traditional sense. He hears it. 

“I love the sound of piano; the beauty of each song,” Andrew told us. “I especially love to play 
Christian music.” 

Andrew’s early days of playing tunes on his own morphed into a more serious pursuit four years 
ago when he began getting Suzuki method piano lessons. Because the Suzuki method is based 
on learning from one’s environment and emphasizes learning music by ear, it is a perfect fit for 
Andrew. 

Now a sophomore, Andrew plays for various audiences. At the end of his eighth grade year, Middle 
School Principal Mr. Greathouse surprised him by asking him to play at the graduation, where he 
received a standing ovation. But, he also plays for fun – like the time his classmates shouted out 
different Christmas Carols and he played them. 

Micki Egli, Louisville’s Director of Special Programs, said that Andrew’s auditory abilities have 
always impressed her. “Whether he is playing the piano or recalling facts that he has heard in class 
or on the radio, his auditory skills are amazing,” said Egli. “But his ability to play the piano is what 
impresses me most.” 

Andrew plans to do something in the medical field after graduation. But, we hope he’ll keep sharing 
his musical talent…no matter what else he pursues! 

Andrew Bixler playing Christmas Carols for his classmates.

The Pianist – Andrew Bixler

Special programs

Preschool screening
Preschool screening is designed to provide families with 
information on their preschool child’s general development, 
vision and hearing. 

WHo: 3 and 4 year old preschool children
WHEN: Thursday, March 6 and Friday, March 7, 2014  
WHERE: North Nimishillen Elementary School 
HoW:  Register by calling 330-875-7625 

Preschool children will be screened in the 
areas of: 
• Speech/Language  • Pre-Academics  
• Motor Skills  • Social Skills   
• Vision • Hearing 

Parents will be asked to complete a developmental history/
profile form for each child screened. The children will 
participate in a play-like setting with seven or eight other 
children for approximately 60 to 90 minutes. Parents are 
asked to wait for their children. 

After the screening, an Individual Child Profile will be sent 
to parents with activities and resources that can be utilized 
by Louisville families. Follow-up and referral services will 
be provided to families of any child in need of additional 
services. 

This screening is funded through Louisville City Schools as 
a service to the Louisville community.    Please call 330-875-
7625 to register or if you have any questions. 

search  
for  
students  
with Disabilities 
The Louisville City School District is responsible for 
assessing and identifying all children within the Louisville 
School District boundaries who are suspected of having a 
disability, between the ages of birth through 21. The school 
district provides special education services to eligible children 
beginning at age 3 through 21. 

If you know of a child who may have a disability or would like 
more information about special education, special programs, 
or the preschool screening program, please contact your 
school principal or Micki Egli, Director of Special Programs, 
at 330-875-7602 or megli@louisville.sparcc.org. 

Louisville City School District does not discriminate in employment practices, 
services, programs or activities because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
disability or age.

E
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imPoRTANT DATes
MARCH
 6 Kindergarten Registration ................ 5-7 p.m.
 6-7 Preschool Screening     
 12 Kindergarten Registration ................ 5-7 p.m.
 20 Circle of Life Assembly ..................1:30 p.m.
 20 Spring Pictures
 21 End of Grading Period
 21  Celebrate Success 
 24-28 Spring Break - No SCHooL

APRIL
 11-12 District Art Show at LHS
 15 Grade 1 Spring Musical .......................7 p.m.
 18 Good Friday - No SCHooL   
 25 Family Expo at LES ......................... 6-9 p.m.

MAy
 9 Preschool Olympic Day
 26 Memorial Day – No SCHooL
 27 Volunteer Breakfast .........................7:30 a.m.
  KG-Grade 2 Olympic Day ............12:30 p.m.
  Blood Drive .......................... 2:30 - 6:30 p.m.
 29 Celebrate Success 
  Preschool Graduation ......................1:30 p.m. 
  End of Grading Period 

N. Nimishillen elemeNtary

NN second Graders earn Their Black Belts 
Second graders are working towards earning their Black Belts at North Nimishillen School. They are 
able to do this by mastering 224 sight words in the Samson’s Classroom computer program.  Sight 
words include words such as “it, the, have, has….”  These are the words most used in reading, so it is 
important for the students to learn these words!  So far this school year, twelve students have reached 
the Black Belt.  Those students include:  Rebecca bartsch, Austin beck, Drew Dillen, Michael 
Emerick, kaylynn Huprich, Eleanor Mora, Georgia Muller, Jack Pelleschi, Gavin Schaub, Jenna 
Selby, Caden Swope, Ian Vaughan, Marcus Weaver and Haile Wheeler.  All of these students are on 
their way to becoming great readers!  We are very proud of each one of them.

music is in the Air
The first graders of North Nimishillen School are busy preparing 
for their upcoming spring musical.  They are presenting “Hats” 
on April 15th in the school gymnasium at 7:00 p.m.  The music 
teacher, Mrs. Bayham, is busy rehearsing with the children to 
prepare them for the show.  The children and teachers are very 
excited about their upcoming performances.  Everyone who 
attends is in for a treat! 

Grade 2 students who have earned their Black Belts on Samson’s Classroom.

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
Assembly

The kindergarten through second grade 
students of North Nimishillen School 
had the opportunity to learn more about 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on January 
17th.  The program was a production of 
Mobile Ed Productions out of Michigan.  
Mr. Robert Murray presented the life and 
history of Martin Luther King, Jr. to the 
students.  His main challenge for each 
person in the room was for everyone to 
aspire to be great!  The students were 
captivated by his message!  It is our hope 
for every student in our school to be the 
best they can be and to reach for their 
goals. 

olympic Day
Students are very excited for spring.  One of the most popular 
events held each spring is Olympic Day.  At the preschool 
through second grade level, students are encouraged to have 
fun while doing various activities.  The activities include 
running races, ball races, ball throw, and Tug of War, which is 
the most popular event. This year the kindergarten through 
second grade events are scheduled for Tuesday, May 27th. 
Preschool olympic Day is scheduled for Friday, May 9th.   
both of our olympic Days are held at the campus of North 
Nimishillen School.  

Zion Pryor, Rebekah Stankey and Gabe Stoffer enjoyed the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. assembly presentation by  

Mr. Robert Murray during Celebrate Success.

First graders, Madison Clark and Nicholas Poirrier, enjoying  
the plyometric boxes during physical education class.
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school Awards Assembly for Grade 5 – may 28
On Wednesday, May 28th, Grade 5 students at Louisville Elementary will be rewarded for their 
accomplishments throughout the school year.  Students will be recognized in categories such as 
Accelerated Reader Leaders, BUG Award (sponsored by Louisville Kiwanis), Perfect Attendance, 
Roaring Leopards, “A’s” for the entire school year, and other awards.  This is a special day for our 
5th graders as they make the transition from elementary to middle school.  Our 5th grade awards day 
consists of a special entrance by our students, awarding of elementary diplomas, special song selection 
by our Grade 5 students led by Mrs. Clutter, a Grade 5 video created by 5th grade teachers, and 
presenting of the President’s Award for Educational Excellence.  It is truly a special and memorable 
day for all.  The 5th Grade North ceremony will begin at 9:00 a.m., with the 5th Grade South 
ceremony beginning at 1:00 p.m.

imPoRTANT DATes
MARCH
 3 Grade 5 Science Fair ........................ 6-7 p.m.
 5 Kindergarten Registration ................ 5-7 p.m.
 4-6 Spring Pictures
 6 Family Basketball Night  .....................7 p.m.
 11 Kindergarten Registration ................ 5-7 p.m.
 11 PTO Meeting ...................................6:30 p.m.
 14 Grade 3 Luau Celebration ................ 6-9 p.m.
 17-21 Grade 5 to Camp Muskingum
 19 Texas Road House Roll and Butter 
       Sale Begins
 21 End of Grading Period
 24-28 Spring Break – No SCHooL
 31 Texas Road House Roll and Butter
       Order Due

APRIL
 2 Grades 3 & 4 Family Science Night 6-7 p.m.
 4 Celebrate Success
7-11 Food Drive for
       Louisville Community Cupboard                          
11-12 District Art Show at LHS
 10 Grade 1 Spring Musical .......................7 p.m.
 16 Pick-Up for Texas Rolls and Butter . 4-6 p.m.
 18 Good Friday – No SCHooL
 25 Family Expo ..................................... 6-9 p.m.

MAy
 1 Grades 3 -5 OAA Reading Test
 6 Grades 3-5 OAA Math Test
 6-9 COSI
 8 Grade 5 OAA Science Test
 13 Grade 3 Olympic Day
 14 Grade 4 Olympic Day
 15 Grade 5 Olympic Day
 20 Blood Drive 
 26  Memorial Day – No SCHooL
 28 Grade 5 North Awards Assembly .........9 a.m.
 28 Grade 5 South Awards Assembly .........1 p.m.
 29 Celebrate Success
 29 Last Day for Students
  End of Grading Period 

Louisville elemeNtary
BuG Program swarms Grade 5 students

Our fifth grade students at Louisville Elementary have been working extremely hard to improve their 
grades throughout the first half of the school year.  The BUG program (Bring Up Grades) has helped 
encourage students to make an extra effort with their academics.  Students must improve one letter 
grade in either math or reading, while maintaining the same grade for all other subjects from one nine 
week grading period to another.  The students pictured have accomplished that goal for the second 
nine weeks.  Each student was recognized in front of their peers during the school day at Louisville 
Elementary.  We would like to thank Mr. Clyde Lepley and the Louisville kiwanis Club for their 
support in sponsoring this motivational program.

Cosi Coming soon
Students will soon have the opportunity to enjoy COSI during 
the week of May 5th.  The Center of Science and Industry 
will be hosting a school-wide assembly about the Incredible 
Human Machine.  The Incredible Human Machine is designed 
to enhance students’ ability to make decisions that will 
improve their long term well-being.  The program consists 
of a 45-minute interactive assembly followed by exciting 
hands-on activities that engage the students and encourage 
the development of Science Process Skills.  Students will 
examine the importance of the nervous system, explore how 
food fuels the human body, and identify how exercise keeps 
the body strong.  We would like to thank the PTO for funding 
this fun learning experience for our students.  This is a great 
way for students to learn science. 

students set Goals
On April 4, 2014, Louisville Elementary will hold its third Celebrate Success Assembly of the 2013-
2014 school year.  After each quarter of learning, students are recognized and rewarded for meeting or 
exceeding goals they set with their classmates and teachers for that particular nine week period.  Goals 
provide a standard against which students can gauge their progress, and they can have a substantial 
impact on student achievement.  Setting and measuring goals is one of the most effective classroom 
techniques teachers can use to increase student confidence and understanding of expectations. 

The first nine-week celebration kicked off with the students celebrating with a Minion theme, while the 
second nine-week celebration evolved around the Olympics.  For the third nine weeks, we will use a 
Carnival theme as the students again take center stage to show off all the work and learning they have 
accomplished.  The LES staff is very proud of the accomplishments of their students as they work hard 
to reach their individual and classroom goals.  We know that when our third grading period comes 
to an end, many students will have achieved their goals and will be participating in this very special 
Celebrate Success Day.  We know this because LES students and staff believe in our mission statement 
- Leaping into Excellence, Preparing for Success (LEPS)! 

(l to r) Front Row: Tyler Jackson, Jeffrey Hawk, Carrie Starcher-Dellinger, Jessica Bernardi, Delaney 
Phillips, Tori Riggle, Caleb Linsenmayer, Katie Bice, Juliette Thomas;  Middle Row: Colton Dugan, Allisa 
Shahan, Marissa Hilson, Lauren Stillwagon, Josh Yarnell, Amanda Vesely, Haylee Jackson, Angelo Dyer, 

Austin Emmert;  Top Row: Mr. Lepley, Elana Tallman, Chase Bruder, Devon Walters, Kayla Barrett, Sophie 
Mercorelli, Lucas Smith, Joshua Stafford, Cordell Marler, Mr. Norris;  Not Pictured: Alyssa Linn.
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science Night For Grades 3 and 4 Coming soon
Scientists identify a problem, or an event, and seek solutions, or explanations, through research and 
experimentation.  On Wednesday, April 2, LES families in Grades 3 and 4 will be invited to a special 
evening at the school where they will become scientists to solve problems and discover why things 
happen the way they do.  It will be a night where families will be treated to discovery and fun through 
simple hands-on experiments such as Clouds in a Bottle, Earth Cookies, Float or Sink Marshmallows, 
Seeds in Ice Cream Cones, and many other activities.  This fun filled evening will allow the participants 
to explore the world of science and discover basic scientific principles while having fun as a family. 

BUGZ landing at les
The first graders at Louisville Elementary are working hard to 
prepare for the spring musical.  This year’s musical is titled 
BUGZ.  All of the bugs have heard about this wonderful picnic 
that they just assume they are invited to.  The Lady Bugs 
are in charge of proper etiquette and the Army Ants are in 
charge of security.  The Fireflies are there to light the way, and 
Bumblebees provide the entertainment.  Everyone is trying 
to figure out how to tell the Stink Bug that he is not welcome 
because they think he will spoil the event.  To lift his spirits, 
the Butterflies sing him an encouraging song about how things 
change.  The Stink Bug and his friends hand out flowers to 
everyone to hold under their noses so that it covers his smell.  
Then they all go to the picnic together as friends.  Please mark 
your calendars for Thursday, April 10!  The performance 
will start at 7:00 p.m. at Louisville Elementary. 

Grade 5 students to invade Camp muskingum
For the twelfth year in a row, the fifth grade students in our school district will participate in Nature’s 
Classroom three-day camp scheduled at Camp Muskingum.  Half of the fifth grade students in the 
district will attend from March 17-19, while the other half will attend March 19-21.  This outdoor 
education program offers hands-on motivational learning experiences that cannot easily take place in 
the classroom.  Students and adults who participate in Nature’s Classroom at FFA Camp Muskingum 
will learn to better understand themselves, each other, and their natural surroundings.  This experience 
gives students the chance to be successful and responsible, while also being an important part of a 
group.  A variety of field group activities, classes in all subject areas, team-building activities, Living 
History Reenactments, interpretive nature hikes, and all-camp evening programs ensure an exciting 
experience for the students.  From the nature center to the dining hall, a day at Nature’s Classroom 
is non-stop excitement.  We thank our PTO and parent Shannon Fraizer for all the fundraising efforts 
which made the cost for our parents very affordable.

NN and les Family expo
Mark your calendars for Family Expo, which is scheduled for Friday, April 25, from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
Louisville Elementary.  Family Expo is a shared school/community event where local businesses set 
up tables to display their services and/or sell their products.  These businesses donate a gift basket or 
other item, which are raffled off that evening.  Money raised will benefit both LES and NN students 
with their activities held throughout the school year.  Each classroom will also create a personalized 
project to be auctioned off through a silent auction that evening.  The silent auction will be open for 
bidding all evening.  Refreshments will also be available.  Admission to this event is FREE and open 
to the public.  There will be plenty to do for everyone.  We hope to see you on April 25th.  Come to 
LES and support the elementary students and local businesses.

school Nurse 
sue Gronow 
Named First 
Runner-Up For 
“Girls on the 
Run” Coach of 
the Year
Louisville City Schools’ nurse, 
Sue Gronow, was named first 
runner-up for the Coach of the 
Year Award by the national 

organization, Girls on the Run. Fourth-grade Louisville 
Elementary student and Girls on the Run participant, 
Gabriella Smith, nominated Gronow for this award.

Girls on the Run is a non-profit organization for girls in 
grades three through eight, inspiring them to lead healthy 
and confident lives using a fun curriculum that includes 
running.  The girls prepare in the spring for a 5K race, 
while learning about bullying, body image, and dealing 
with issues that teens struggle with.

Gronow was given a $250 reward for the honor and tickets 
to the Stark County 5-Year Celebration on April 5, along 
with a gift bag of running gear.  In addition, the Stark 
County club will receive $250.    

The program will start up for 2014 on Monday, March 
17, with the girls meeting Mondays and Thursdays after 
school.  It will conclude with a 5K run at Walsh University 
on May 31.    A special thank you to Sue Gronow for all the 
hard work and support she gives our students!

Louisville elemeNtary

Accelerated Reader  
is Predicting success for students
Accelerated Reading (AR) is nothing new to Louisville Elementary.  Getting personal for our students 
is our major goal.  Our students take either the STAR or Early Star three times a year.  These two tests 
provide us with information about the students’ foundations for reading including their reading level. 
Between the tests, students receive reading instruction from the staff members.  AR provides students 
with additional reading opportunities.  Our students are off to a great start!  Each student is given a 
goal based on how well they perform on the STAR test.  The goal is a point goal established with the 
assumption that students read 15 minutes silently each day.  Based on our current results, our students 
will experience tremendous success on the OAA.

mrs. Adkins’ science Class
Students from Mrs. Adkins’ 5th grade classroom are working on an 
activity that introduces potential and kinetic energy and will lead into 
an exploration of energy transformations.

(l to r):  Mackenzie Bell,  
Alexis Grindle, Rhiannon Costa 

and Hailey Wahl.

Sue Gronow on the 
phone hearing the 
news of her honor. 

(photo courtesy of The 
Louisville Herald, by 

Allen Gress)
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imPoRTANT DATes
MARCH
 12 Spring Picture Day
 21 End of Grading Period
 24-28 Spring Break - No SCHooL

APRIL
 11-12 District Art Show at LHS
 18 Good Friday - No SCHooL  

MAy
 1 OAA Reading Test
  6  OAA Math Test
   6 Spring Band Concert ............................7 p.m.
 8 Grade 8 OAA Science Test
   13 Spring Choir Concert
       6th Grade .........................................6 p.m.
       7th Grade .........................................7 p.m.
       8th Grade .........................................8 p.m.
   16  8th Grade Farewell Party
 26 Memorial Day – No SCHooL
 29 Last Student Day/Recognition Assemblies
  End of Grading Period 

lms salutes our veterans
In November of 2002, Louisville Middle School held its first “Veterans in the Classroom Day,” with 
seven speakers using four classrooms.   Eleven years later, this November’s event grew to over 50 
speakers filling 18 classrooms for the entire day with their stories of duty, sacrifice, and courage.  

At the end of the day, students showed their appreciation by performing an assembly for their 
distinguished guests.  The 8th grade choir put on an outstanding rendition of Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy.  The entire 8th grade student body sang the National Anthem and God Bless America.  Several 
groups of students read essays they wrote telling of the freedoms they appreciate as Americans and also 
expressing their thanks to their honored guests.  During the assembly, the veterans were introduced 
in groups by the decade that they served.  To illustrate how varied our speakers were, nine guests are 
currently serving, while five speakers served in the 1940’s!   

Students were clearly influenced by the words of their guests.  In follow-up classroom discussions, 
students spoke of how they better appreciate all the blessings they have in their lives.  They also said 
they have a much clearer picture of what it takes to serve in the military.  Many of our speakers told 
teachers how much they enjoyed the opportunity to be able to share with the students, and they were 
very impressed with the behavior and respect portrayed.  

Special thanks goes to Tom Liverette and the Marlboro Volunteers Inc. Historical & Educational 
Organization.  They provided a tremendous hands-on Vietnam learning experience for classes 
throughout the day in the auditorium. Students had the opportunity to suit up in various attire and 
equipment of the era.  The group also brought along their mobile museum trailer full of hundreds of 
military artifacts, as well as several different types of military vehicles and equipment.

LMS wants to thank Subway, Gionino’s Pizza, Papa John’s Pizza, Romeo’s Pizza, and Grinders Above 
& Beyond for their generous food contributions that helped feed our guests during lunch. 

Louisville middle school

(l to r):  Kayla Meyers, Abbey Anderson, and Emily Clark  
pose with one of our Veterans, Leon Stalder, in front of a  

WWII lifeboat from the Merchant Marines.

Brian Hart, brother of 8th grader, 
Charity Hart, offers map-reading 
skills to a class on his visit to our 

Veteran’s Day celebration.  
Private Hart is stationed at  

Fort Gordon, Georgia.

hoops For heart Campaign: Get The Red out!
Cancer Awareness Drive, Supporting our Troops, Canned Food Collections, and Christmas Adopt a Family…service projects are no strangers to Louisville Middle 
School students and staff throughout the year!

This winter, LMS students wrapped up their fundraiser for the American Heart Association by celebrating with a Red Out pep rally in February.  Students and staff 
kicked off the celebration with an assembly, detailing the fundraiser activities, including taking donations, and the purchase of a t-shirt, sweatshirt, or headband to 
wear on the last day of the campaign.  The Phys Ed Department encourages heart healthy active participation for students and staff on a daily basis, but seriously 
encourages everyone to get educated about heart health and its effects during the month of February every year.

Thank you to all students, staff, and parents who generously contribute every year to ensure all service projects and campaigns are a success.

students learn 
about the stock 
market
Mrs. Gibson’s computer classes 
enjoyed engaging in a Stock Market 
Web Quest.  Students were assigned to 
teams, and the teams researched which 
companies they thought would be profitable to invest in.  Each 
group created a team name and had $10,000 to invest in three 
companies. They tracked their stocks for five weeks using 
an Excel Spreadsheet. The winning team, The Hard Cash 
Bandits, gained $775.40. Each student of the winning team 
was rewarded $25, compliments of the Louisville Middle 
School PTO.

During the Web Quest, each team created an animated slide 
and pictures were taken of the teams every Friday, showing 
gains and losses. A Power Point Presentation was generated 
to track the progression of each team throughout the entire 
activity.  What a great learning experience! 

Web Quest Winners: 
Jordan Duckworth, 
Andrew Karka, and 

Craig Bast.
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AR Auction Brings Bidders!
Louisville Middle School will be holding a silent auction in May as a culminating activity for the 
Accelerated Reader (AR) program.  Reading is a lifelong skill our students need to master.  The AR 
program is a powerful web-based tool used for monitoring and managing independent reading practice 
based on students’ individual reading abilities and interest areas.   Students are guided towards books 
that are difficult enough to challenge them, but not too difficult to cause frustration.   As the students 
read throughout the school year, they set personal goals and are given the opportunity to gain points 
from their reading practice.  

Students who achieve their AR goals are invited to attend the annual silent auction.  This event not only 
rewards students for continuous reading and important skill building, but also has proven to be a great 
motivator.  The items to be auctioned off are provided by Louisville Middle School’s wonderful PTO 
and our generous staff members.   We are in the process of gathering prizes and need to ensure we have 
one available for every student who participates in the auction.  

If you or your business would like to donate a prize, it would be greatly appreciated!  Some popular 
prizes in the past have included movie passes, tickets to Laser Quest or Sluggers & Putters, gift cards, 
McDonald’s or Subway cards, and especially “goodie” baskets (candy and snacks). Accelerated Reader 
has been a great way to encourage our students to read all year long, and the AR silent auction is a fun 
way to celebrate their reading performance at the end of the school year.  

If you have any questions about the Accelerated Reader program or would like to donate a prize to the 
silent auction, please call the middle school secretary at 330-875-5597.

sTem is  
Growing at lms!
Written by Rachel Israel, Morgan Pugh & Hannah Venables

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) are 
all brought together in the 8th grade Tech Ed class taught 
by Mr. Jeff Hoffman.  The class combines 13 different 
topics of study for students to explore in 7-day rotations.  

This is not your average classroom environment.  Any 
day you can find LMS students learning about bridge 
construction, designing a home, DNA fingerprinting, 
Flight Technology, Robotic Programming, and Natural 
Disasters around the world, just to name a few.  Students 
are provided the opportunity to use tools such as a 
band saw, a Z-Mill (enclosed engraver), an electronic 
microscope, and computer programs.  Through the use 
of the computer programs, students can work through the 
modules by themselves, and between module rotations 
they can create other projects.  Students are able to build 
and test rockets, zip-lines, ping-pong launchers, and 
Rube Goldberg machines.  Students work cooperatively 
and break down sociological barriers.  It’s a place where 
success is the rule, not the exception.

what is being said about Tech ed? 
“This class is a great opportunity to get started on my 
future career!”    

~ Abigayle Baughman

“It’s a great learning experience using these hands-on 
activities!”     

~ Bruno Leone

“Having students solve real world problems and 
developing confidence is what education is all about!” 

~ Mr. Jeff Hoffman

“Being in a different classroom environment has 
allowed us ladies to prove that building activities are 
not just for the boys!”  

~ 8th Grade Girls

Louisville middle school

2013-14 National Geographic Bee
Louisville Middle School proudly recognizes Gavin Sackman, 
7th grader, as the winner of the 2013-2014 National Geographic 
Bee!  For the first time in the history of the new middle school, 
all students in Grades 6, 7, and 8 participated in the National 
Geographic Bee.  

The competition began on December 11, 2013, when all 
students completed a challenging 140 question timed test.  The 
test asked a variety of questions relating to cities, countries, 
continents, and oceans.  The tests were scored, and the top 10 
students were invited to participate in the National Geographic 
Bee.  We are very proud of the top 10 award winners:

GRADE 6: Allen Staley; GRADE 7: Morgan Cole, Emily 
Goe, Jacob Grimes, karli Redinger, Gavin Sackman (champion), and Matthew Swigert (second 
runner-up); GRADE 8: Amanda beck and David bartsch (third runner-up).

The National Geographic Bee was held at LMS on Tuesday, January 14, 2014.  The students were 
asked questions provided by the National Geographic Magazine in a format similar to an old-fashioned 
spelling bee.  We were very proud of the performance of all the participants and congratulate Gavin 
Sackman as the winner and Matthew Swigert as the second runner-up.

As the champion, Gavin completed another test provided by the National Geographic Magazine, which 
has been submitted for scoring.  If Gavin scores high enough, he will be entered for participation in the 
Ohio National Geographic Bee.  The final national winner has the potential to win a $50,000 college 
scholarship.  We wish Gavin the best of luck in his future competitions. Thank you to Mr. Brad Pirie 

and Mr. Ray Klein for chairing the Bee.

(l to r) LMS Geography Bee Winners:  
Matt Swigert, second runner up, and 

Champion, Gavin Sackman.

Caught Being Good!
Pictured left, Garrett Evans, Grade 6, and his sister, Marlena, Grade 8, 
were recently recognized at LMS for their musical talents.  Both Garrett 
and Marlena have achieved “1st chair” in their respective band programs. 
Older brothers, Davis and Austin, as well as their parents, Amy and 
Scott Evans, have all participated in Louisville’s Instrumental Program.  
Congratulations, Garrett and Marlena!

Lexi Stepp working 
hard on the 4-ended 

rope challenge!

Jordan Mack and Seth Gronow 
racing the magnetic powered vehicles 

they built in the Tech Ed class!
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ACT Testing Dates at lhs
Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required)
April 12 March 7 March 8-21
June 14 May 9 May 10-23
Register at: www.actstudent.org 

ZAPs ACT Prep seminar
Louisville High School

Monday & Tuesday, March 31 & April 1, 2014
(Room E-151) 
6:30 - 9 p.m.

$79
*Zaps will mail sign-up information in late February to 
all Juniors.

imPoRTANT DATes
MARCH
 7-8  School Play
 10 NBC Banquet
 10-23 OGT Testing
 13 NHS Banquet .......................................6 p.m.
 17  Winter Sports Award Night ..................7 p.m.
 18 OHSAA Required Parent Meeting 
       for Spring Sports
 19 Booster Club Fundraiser - Carrabba’s at LHS
 21 End of Grading Period
  24-28 Spring Break - No SCHooL

APRIL
 4  Spring Pictures
 5 Band Festival - 4:30 p.m.
 5 Charity Volleyball Tourn.   ....11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 10 Spring Choir Concert  .....................7:30 p.m.
 11-12 District Art Show at LHS
 12 ACT Testing at LHS
 18 Good Friday- No SCHooL
 26 Junior/Senior Prom

MAy
 1 Spring Band Concert ............................7 p.m.
 2 Blood Drive
 7 Senior Honors Assembly - 
       HOF inductees ................................6 p.m.
 14 Band Banquet at Skyland Pines  .....6:30 p.m.
 20 Choir Senior Showcase ........................7 p.m.
 22 R.G. Drage Awards Day .........8:30 & 11 a.m.
 23 Graduation Practice
       at Civic Center .................11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
   25 Graduation at Canton Civic Center ......2 p.m.
   26       Memorial Day – No SCHooL
  29 Last Student Day
  End of Grading Period

JuNE
 14 ACT Testing at LHS

N
h

s

LHS Prom Brings Hollywood Presents:  a niGHt witH tHE “stars”
Louisville High School’s Prom is scheduled for Saturday, April 26th at La Pizzaria in Canton.  
This restaurant, located on Dressler Road in the Belden Village area, not only has delicious food, but 
also a beautiful décor. We are excited our students will have the opportunity to enjoy such a fun event 
at this elegant venue.  The doors will open at 6:00 p.m., with dinner served promptly at 7:00 p.m.  Next 
on the agenda is dancing from 8:00 - 11:00 p.m.  Tickets are $40 each, which includes dinner.

Following the evening of dinner and dancing, the students can make their way back to the high school 
for the After-Prom Party!  Each year a group of volunteers sponsor an After-Prom event for LHS 
students.  This activity provides a safe environment for students to have fun and enjoy their peers’ 
company.  Here is your opportunity to support or volunteer for a great cause.  It’s time to get involved! 
Your help is needed at the After-Prom to be held at LHS on April 26th.  Parent volunteers are needed 
that evening, as well as cash or gift donations. Gift cards for student prizes are also welcome.  The 
students have a wonderful time at the After-Prom and look forward to having a safe place to continue 
the fun and make lasting memories. Please contact Mrs. Dawn Flanigan at 330-418-6364 if you would 
like to donate or volunteer at this event.   After-Prom is not possible without donations or volunteers 
like you. 

Commissioner Creighton, Representative hagan 
visit mr. street’s lhs Government Classes
Louisville High School government students had the opportunity to hear from several local elected 
Representatives. New state content standards require that students learn how their state and local 
governments operate. Taking that into consideration, Louisville High School American Government 
teacher, Mr. Corey Street, invited several local elected officials into his classroom to share their 
experiences so the students could see how local and state governments affect their everyday lives. 

Representative Hagan visited on October 11th and shared her experiences while 
representing the 50th District in the Ohio House of Representatives. Students 
enjoyed learning what our 24-year-old State Representative stands for, as well as 
what the state of Ohio is currently working on. They also found it interesting to 
learn the process it takes for an idea to become a bill, and possibly even a law. 
Representative Hagan also described how she distributes her time between working 
as a State Representative, waitressing on the weekends, and spending time with her 
family. 

Stark County Commissioner Janet Weir Creighton visited the following Friday. 
She shared her story and experiences as being elected the first female Mayor of 
Canton, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs for the Bush White House, and one 
of three Stark County Commissioners. She also shared the following life advice, 
“All you have in life is your name and your reputation! You are the one who has 
control over that.” Her slide show was titled, “When One Door Closes, Another 
Door Opens.” Students had many questions about her humble beginnings in 
southwest Canton, and her time working with President Bush in Washington D.C.

Mr. Street believes that students learn best when information is presented in a variety of ways and 
shown how it directly affects their lives. The students were very appreciative of these elected officials 
taking time out of their busy schedules to share their wealth of experiences with them. 

lhs Begins local FCA huddle
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) began in 1954 as an interdenominational Christian sports 
ministry and has grown throughout the United States and abroad.   The mission and vision of FCA 
has been to challenge athletes and coaches to impact the world for Jesus Christ.   FCA is cultivating 
Christian principles in local communities nationwide by encouraging, equipping and empowering 
others to serve as examples and to make a difference.  With guidance from this organization and a 
passion for athletics and faith, lives are changed for current and future generations. 

This is the first year for the local FCA Huddle at Louisville.  Louisville High School had the kickoff 
meeting in early September, with Coach Jeff Couto as the guest speaker.  The 1st Huddle was well 
received, with approximately 75 student athletes in attendance. Meetings take place every 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month before school, at 7:00 a.m.  The dedication of the group is evident, with 25 -50 
students arriving early to school to participate in the bi-monthly meetings.  

 In addition to sharing their faith, the group is working on service projects.   Louisville FCA graciously 
adopted a local family for Christmas and purchased gifts for the children.  Coach DeMarco said this 
about FCA, “We are a work in progress, very young and hopefully growing.”
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Emily Ashcraft and Danny Heaton 
practicing hard for the play debut!

high school

lhs Play – march 7th and 8th 
Louisville High School students will present Virgil’s 
Wedding on Friday, March 7th at 7:30pm, and 
Saturday, March 8th at 3:30 and 7:30pm.  

Danny Heaton, LHS senior, returns to the stage to 
play Virgil Sludge in the upcoming production of 
Virgil’s Wedding.  He is marrying junior LHS student, 
Emily Ashcraft, playing Margaret.  You’re invited to 
this social clash of the century as Ms. Delanie, played 
by Victoria Maurer, a high-end wedding planner, and 
her assistant, Barbie, played by Kelly Miller, are hired 
to direct a simple ceremony for two of Lickskillit’s 
favorite lovebirds. Grinning with confidence and 
guaranteed a promotion if the Margaret Hooper-Virgil 
Sludge wedding is a success, Ms. Delanie invites her 
boss, Mr. Wright, (Anthony Granitsas) to attend the 
simple ceremony. But it’s a wild romp before the 
nuptials are exchanged. With a strange variety of 
residents and relatives, each character is sure to bring 
a laugh.  

The bride doubts the groom’s love, the in-laws are decorating the church with Christmas garland, the 
Reverend arrives late with notes for a funeral service, and the groom ends up spending the night before 
the wedding in his best man’s lizard trap. The morning of the wedding is a coordinator’s nightmare. 
It starts with a skittish bride who thinks she’s promised her love to the wrong man (her mama told her 
to marry “Mr. Right”), a lost groom, and ungracious relatives who refuse to cooperate with fancy city 
ladies. To reserve your tickets, call 330-875-1438.

Louisville high school

lhs is venue for  
stark County Teen Court

The Stark County Teen Court program is generously funded through a grant from the United Way of 
Greater Stark County. It is a diversion program that benefits the defendants, the participants, the Court, 
and the community. Louisville Teen Court is comprised of students from Louisville High School and 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School. 

This past fall session included a total of nine students from both schools. The court is held in the 
Louisville High School library on the first and third Mondays of the month. Mrs. Ann Clemson, LHS 
counselor, and Officer Kelly Crowl, Louisville City School District’s School Resource Officer, organize 
Louisville Teen Court which is in its second year. The Louisville Police Department provides dinner 
for Teen Court participants. They have heard cases from other Stark County schools to include charges 
such as Assault, Telecommunications Harassment, Vandalism, Theft, and others.

Volunteers interested in participating must meet the following minimum requirements:  2.2 GPA, two 
teacher recommendations, commitment to attending once per week for four hours for the 16-week term, 
and writing a brief paragraph explaining why they want to be a part of Teen Court. Applications are 
then reviewed by a panel of judges, where every effort is made to select a diverse group of volunteers. 
The students receive training from the Stark County Family Court to prepare themselves for roles such 
as Prosecuting Attorney, Defense Attorney, Bailiff, and Jurors. 

Teen Court demonstrates the effectiveness of juvenile defendants being judged by their peers. Generally, 
the recidivism rate for Teen Court cases has been under 15%. This means that 85% of the juvenile 
defendants do not return to court for further offenses. Teen Court volunteers have also gained valuable 
experience, and some have gone on to graduate from college with an emphasis in Criminal Justice. 
Student participant, Mariah Bricker, had this to say, “Teen Court has been one of the most amazing 
experiences. It gives me a chance to help my peers who are struggling to go down the right path.” 
According to student Jessica Underwood, “I think Teen Court is a valuable experience for anyone who 
has participated in it. You learn so much about everyday life. It really makes you appreciate what you 
have in your life a lot more, especially after you hear a hard case. Teen Court has taught me more than 
how our justice system works; it has taught me how life works too. I highly recommend this program 
to anyone, even if they aren’t interested in the criminal justice field. It is an experience of a lifetime!” 

lhs students

earn College 
Credits
According to Jim Petro, Chancellor of the Ohio Board 
of Regents, statistics indicate that an individual with a 
bachelor’s degree will earn almost $20,000 more per year 
than a high school graduate.  An associate degree holder 
will earn nearly $5,000 more per year than someone with a 
high school diploma.  When these amounts are multiplied 
over the course of a person’s 40+ years of employment, 
the difference is staggering.  Nearly all our high school 
students would agree they want to earn the extra money, 
but challenges can arise with the expenses of a post-
secondary education.

Louisville High School offers a number of options for 
students who want to get a jump start on college classes 
for a minimal cost.

Advanced Placement – Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses are advanced classes offered in high school that 
count towards graduation.  Students earn college credit by 
taking the AP exam at the end of the course.  Ohio students 
scoring at least a “3” on an AP exam are guaranteed 
college credit at any Ohio public institution.  Louisville 
High School offers a wide variety of Advanced Placement 
classes including English Literature and Composition, 
English Language and Composition, Calculus AB, 
Chemistry, U.S. History, U.S. Government, Psychology 
and Studio Art.

Post-Secondary Enrollment options Program (PSEoP) 
– Often referred to as “dual enrollment,” PSEOP allows 
high school students to simultaneously earn college credit 
and high school graduation credit through the successful 
completion of college coursework.  Unlike AP, students 
must meet the entrance requirements of the college 
awarding the credit.  LHS works in partnership with Stark 
State to offer British Literature, English Composition, Pre-
Calculus, Physics and Effective Speaking.

Career-Technical Credit Transfer (CT)2 – (CT)2 
allows high school students who successfully complete 
specified technical programs to enter public colleges and 
universities with guaranteed credits toward their degree 
program.  High school students may choose from more 
than 100 different programs across the region, including 
fields such as engineering, construction trades, graphic 
arts, computer programming, automotive technology 
and nursing.  Louisville High School houses two (CT)2 
programs – Marketing and Sports Medicine.

Taking advantage of the opportunity to earn college 
credits while still in high school can provide students with 
a real academic advantage as they enter post-secondary 
education.  



14 PAw PRiNTs Winter 2014

Louisville high school

R.G. Drage marketing 
students heading to the  
state DeCA Competition
On Thursday, February 6th, the students from the R.G. 
Drage Marketing program at LHS, under the direction of 
their advisor, Mrs. Everhart, competed in the DECA District 
12 competition. The junior and senior class members from 
the R.G. Drage Marketing Education program, which is 
housed at Louisville High School, had a wide range of 
marketing related categories to choose from and also had 
the opportunity to compete independently or as a team. 

The competition consisted of 100-question, multiple choice 
on-line tests that were completed at the DECA chapter’s 
home schools. The competition concluded with an awards 
ceremony where the top five contestants received a trophy 
and the top placers had the opportunity to qualify for 
the Ohio DECA Career Development Conference State 
Competition, which will be held in March at the Columbus 
Convention Center.   

Keeping this year’s DECA theme “Make It Count” in mind, 
the Louisville High School DECA chapter did just that at 
their DECA District 12 competition. The following students 
placed in their events:

5th Place – Alex Hollifield, Dylan Kline

4th Place – brooke Monnot, kyle Arner, Austin Terra, 
Domenic Lacerenza, Zack Sims, Marissa Mayle, Michele 
Mazzan

3rd Place – John Lairson, Victoria Maurer, Garrett Reynolds, 
Halee Marion, Tim butera, Malik kling, Mariah bricker, 
Emily Christy, Joe Davide, Marco buccasso, Jessica Agnone, 
Tessa Monter

2nd Place – Hunter Williams, Dana Tenney, Erika Schrade, 
Morgan Romy, Alex Hewitt, Lukas Gilbert, Nicole kettlewell, 

Hollyann Mullett   

1st Place – Tim Donnelly, Emily 
Nees, Adrienne Metzger  

Overall, Louisville DECA has 
25 state qualifiers to compete 

at the state level 
of competition in

Columbus on March 
14th and 15th. Way 
to go LHS DECA! 
Set your sights on 
Atlanta! 

Tim Donnelly 
- 1st place in 
Principles of 
Marketing

Emily Nees and  
Adrienne Meztger -  

1st place in Business Law  
and Ethics Team Event  

Key Club
The Louisville High School Key Club is comprised of a group of juniors and seniors who volunteer 
their time in various service projects that help to make our community a better place.   The Key Club 
has already participated in a number of activities this school year, and they continue to offer their time 
to help others.  Some of the upcoming events include:

• blood drive at the high school on May 2nd
• Charity Volleyball Tournament on April 5th from 11 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  All proceeds will go to 

St. Jude’s Hospital.  Tickets will be $3 or a donation.  Delicious baked goods will be available for 
purchase.  The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

• Habitat for Humanity building day at the end of April  
Thanks to these dedicated high school students for their commitment to this commendable organization.  

louisville high school hosted 
First Annual Cultural Fair
Festive music, men and women in beautiful costumes performing 
traditional Mexican dance, tastes and smells of foods from around 
the world, and speaker, Ron Ponder, were all highlights of Louisville 
High School’s first annual Cultural Fair. Residents of Louisville did 
not have to travel far to experience the sights, smells, and richness of 
cultures different from their own. 

The event took place on Saturday, February 22, 2014, from 5:30-
7:00 p.m. in the Louisville High School Auditeria, preceding the 
high school’s annual All Star Games. “Louisville High School is in 
the second year of its diversity initiative,” said Cindy Class, assistant 
principal. “The goal of this initiative is to promote appreciation 
for diversity and eliminate bullying-type behaviors. We want our 
students, and the community, to embrace opportunities to interact 
with people of different cultures and circumstances.”

The Cultural Fair, organized by students and faculty, featured ethnic foods, performances by the 
Louisville High School band and choir, traditional Mexican dancers, and a presentation from local 
celebrity Ron Ponder, WHBC, who stressed the importance of tolerance in this global economy. Over 
a dozen booths represented each of the foreign language clubs at the high school, as well as Black 
History Month, Asian Culture, the Martial Arts, Caribbean Culture, the Mount Union and Malone 
International Student Unions, the Hartville Migrant Workers Center, Respect for the Handicapped, and 
Anti-Bullying.

Students taking part in the diversity initiative have already participated in many activities this year, 
including volunteering at the Hartville Migrant Center, and sponsoring a “mix it up” lunch table 
exchange where students sat with different classmates. They also experienced an interactive discussion 
with Danish exchange students from Malone University and Dr. Don Bartlette, during which time 

he spoke about his torment and triumph growing up with a 
severe disability as an American Indian. 

“The Louisville High School staff and students have really 
embraced the diversity initiative,” said Superintendent Steve 
Milano. “Over the past two years, they have developed 
creative activities to promote diversity and tolerance. I was 
excited about the Cultural Fair because it got our community 
involved and allowed us to showcase our excellent students.” 
We are already planning for next year’s fair and welcome 
new ideas and participants. Please email Cindy Class, 
assistant principal, at cclass@louisville.sparcc.org with your 
suggestions. E



 15 Paw Printswww.leopard.sparcc.org 15 Paw Prints

Athletic News

2014 Football 
season Tickets
All current season ticket holders will receive their renewal 
letter for the 2014 football season tickets the week of 
June 2nd, with complete instructions and deadlines. 
Anyone other than current season ticket holders may 
begin to purchase 2014 football season tickets on August 
11, 2014.  Mark your calendars now!

help support Your 
lhs Athletes
The Louisville Athletic Booster Club Benefit Dinner will be 
held on Wednesday, March 19, 2014, at the Louisville High 
School cafeteria.  The meal will be provided once again 
by Carrabba’s Italian Grill.  There will be two seatings - 
one at 5:30 p.m. and one at 6:30 p.m.  Carry-out meals will 
be available.  The menu includes chicken marsala, penne 
pomodoro, house salad, bread, dessert and beverage.  Tickets 
are $15 a person, and 100% of the proceeds will benefit all 
19 Louisville High School athletic teams and their athletes.  
Tickets are available for purchase at the Louisville High 
School Athletic Office, Beatty’s Sport Shop, or by calling 
Renee Vacha at 330-277-7907 or Tim Walters at 330-933-
3860.  There will be no tickets sold at the door, and the final 
date to buy tickets is March 11, 2014.

Athletes Commit to College
LHS athletes officially commit to the college they will attend  

and the sport they will play.  Pictured left to right:
Joe Duckworth – Ohio University (football), Amy Hoover – Notre Dame College (softball),

Annie Woolf – Walsh University (softball), kelly Miller –Edinborough (soccer),
Amanda blyer – Walsh University (track), Alex Hollifield – Notre Dame College (football).

lhs student Athletes  
Giving Back
CHAMPS, a student athlete service 
organization, was started in 2000 by Bill 
Eddins and Troy Davis and is currently 
coordinated by Mr. Davis. CHAMPS runs 
on a budget comprised of donations and 
fundraisers.   

CHAMPS are comprised of representatives 
from Louisville High School’s varsity sports. It is a great honor to be chosen as a CHAMP. The head 
coach of each sport is encouraged to choose one representative who demonstrates the values and 
principles that CHAMPS stands for: Character, Humility, Accountability, Motivation, Perseverance, 
and Service.  

Being a member of CHAMPS is a fun and rewarding experience. The 2013-14 school year CHAMPS 
include: Josh brown, Mitch Cavalier, Jonah Dawson, Joey Duckworth, John DiAntonio, Spencer 
Duvall, Matt Eddins, Sean Gronow, Nicole kettlewell, Samantha kibler, Michael Lautner, 
bryce Mathie, kelly Miller, Taylor Noble, Harrison Raub, Austin Shaheen, Haley Shadle, 
Hanna Skolosh, Ashley Smith, Samantha Walker, Alex Wesely, and Garrett yoder.  The group 
meets monthly during the school year to plan and/or participate in activities reflecting the letters that 
CHAMPS stands for.  The group constantly focuses on building stronger leaders in our school and 
community.  Below are some of the activities that CHAMPS has either done, or will be involved in, 
during the current 2013-14 school year.

1. Louisville Community Cupboard Collection
2. CHAMPS members went shopping and then delivered gifts totaling $1,000 to children who had to 

spend Christmas in the hospital.
3. CHAMPS Inflatable Night – CHAMPS will once again provide a family fun night with inflatables 

for the students of Louisville.
4. Family Basketball Night – Our athletes referee and participate in each of the PTO Family basketball 

nights.
5. Family Reads Night – Our athletes will participate in this North Nim event as celebrity readers.
6. St. Jude Children’s Hospital Fundraiser – CHAMPS’ goal is $3,000!
7. CHAMPS - Andy Aljancic Scholarship - Two deserving Louisville Seniors will each be awarded a 

scholarship of $1,000, based on the focus of community involvement and public service.
8. CHAMPS MIP Banquet - This prestigious banquet allows CHAMPS members the opportunity to 

honor one significant person named as their Most Influential Person.
If, after reading this article, you would like to find out more information about CHAMPS, please visit 
the CHAMPS website at www.lhschamps.weebly.com.  

CHAMPS members delivering toys to the hospital.

important  
ohsAA meeting
Louisville High School Athletics will host Mandatory 
Spring oHSAA Parent/Athlete Meetings on Tuesday, 
March 4th and Tuesday, March 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
high school cafeteria.  These meetings are for any athlete who 
wants to compete in a middle school or high school spring 
sport and has not previously attended a meeting earlier this 
school year.  Both the athlete and a parent must attend one 
of these meetings, or the athlete will not be permitted to 
participate on our athletic teams.

locating sports schedules
Please visit www.lhsathletics.weebly.com  

to view the high school sports website.  
Go to www.midleps.sparcc.org/Index.html  

for middle school sports.



16 PAw PRiNTs Winter 2014

 S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 31

 S M T W T F S
       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
 30

Fourteenth Annual

louisville st. Patrick’s Day
5K Run & 1 mile Fun Run/walk 
on saturday, march 15th, 2014

Register at www.ohiochallengeseries.com

Louisville High School, 1201 South Nickelplate St., Louisville, Ohio

The 1 mile fun run/walk will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
The 5K will begin at 10 a.m.

Please post comments and questions to www.leopard.sparcc.org; “click” on the “Contact us” link.

Calendar 2014-2015 louisville city schools

Parent Teacher Conferences
Louisville Elementary & North Nimishillen — October 2 & 7, 2014; February 5 & 10, 2015

Middle School — September 30, October 9, 2014; February 3 & 12, 2015 
High School — November 20 & 25, 2014; February 5 & 12, 2015 (All HS conferences 4-7:30 p.m.)

Student Days 177/Teacher Days 184

August
18 & 19 Teacher Day - No Students
20 First Student Day - Gr. 1-9
20 Waiver Day - Gr. 10, 11, 12 only
29 No School

September
1 Labor Day - No School

October
13 Teacher Day - No Students
24 End of 9 weeks (45 days)

November
27-28 Thanksgiving Break - No School

December
1 No School
22-31 Winter Break - No School

January
1 & 2 Winter Break - No School
5 Classes Resume
9 End of 9 weeks (42 days)
 End of Semester (87 days)
19 Martin Luther King Day -  

No School

February
13 No School
16 Presidents Day - No School

March
20 End of 9 weeks (47 days)
30-31 Spring Break - No School

April
1-3 Spring Break - No School

May
25 Memorial Day - No School
28 Last Student Day
28 End of 9 weeks (43 days)
 End of Semester (90 days)
29 Teacher Day - No Students

 Teacher Day - No School for Students

 First & Last Student Day

 No School

 Waiver Day 
No students - Teacher In-service

August 2014

September 2014
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November 2014

December 2014
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April 2015
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mark Your Calendars!
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